CHAPTER XXIV
SHERIDAN

RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAX, like Goldsmith,
was a writer of comedy, a brilliant, easy-going, un-
practical man, and an Irishman. Unlike Goldsmith,
however, he was an excellent talker, he had a vast
circle of friends, from the Prince of Wales downwards,
and was a man of the world, a Member of Parliament,
and the manager of one of London's two great
theatres. His father, also a theatrical manager, lived
iu Dublin, and Sheridan was born there in 1751. He
came to London in 1775, having in the meantime been
at Harrow, where he was lazy and very popular, and
having eloped with a beautiful young singer, called
Elizabeth Linley.

His first play, The Rivals^ was produced at Covent
Garden in 1775. In the following year he took over
Drury Lane Theatre from David Garrick, and there,
in 1777, he produced his most famous comedy, The
School for Scandal. Two years later came The Critic, a
burlesque of fashionable highflown tragedy.

The earlier part of Sheridan's life was successful and
exciting. He entertained everybody, and went to all
the great houses of the day. His plays were the talk
of the town, and he achieved fame as a speaker in the
House of Commons, where, at the trial of the Indian
lawgiver, Warren Hastings, " For five hours and a